RENAISSANCE & REFORMATION

with God, a purer and more spiritual religion, with
certain social implications too, though these did not
always manifest themselves at once. The puritan
spirit was a democratic spirit. Now a great spiritual
religion will affect literature and art as it affects life,
that is, as a rule of life controlling man's conduct
towards himself and his fellow-men; and as a re-
velation, a scheme of salvation, requiring belief in
certain dogmas and specific duties towards God as
well as men; and in historic Christianity the latter
have always taken the first place. Human virtues have
been reckoned virtues only in so far as they were
inspired by religious motives. The first requirement
is faith. Without faith human virtues are only splen-
did vices. Protestantism and Puritanism show both
these aspects. It was a moral movement, demanding a
higher code of conduct, personal and social, and a
stricter observance. But it was also and principally
a new theology, a new reading of the conditions
of salvation. Faith and specifically religious duties
were more imperative than mere human and social
virtues, which were regarded rather as a necessary
consequence of the former. Salvation by faith was the
watchword of Lutheranism and Calvinism. Colonel
Hutchinson, according to his wife, attained at last
to  full   Christian fellowship when  he came to *a
right belief in that great point of predestination',
'laying a foundation of sound and necessary prin-
ciples, among which he gave the first place to this of
God's absolute decrees'. This was the line of cleavage
between Erasmus and Luther. 4To Erasmus' tem-
perament', says Professor Preserved Smith, *the all-
important matter in religion was the life; beliefs
were interesting, even rather important, but they
were subordinate to the moral issue/ 'It was natural
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